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Construction of the new park in downtown 
Fulton has received lots of interest lately and the 
overall design is coming together. The new 
sculpture installed on a pedestal in the water 
feature area of the park has received lots of local 
interest. The facility, featuring a state of the art 
playground area, large gazebo, and plenty of 
seating will soon see a new transformation with 
landscaping being completed. Once completed, 
this new park will be second to none in northeast 

Mississippi and will be a valuable addition to not 
only downtown Fulton, but the entire county as 
well. 

 
Mississippi Market Wholesale 
Show Slated for Next Month 
 
The Mississippi Development Authority (MDA) 
encourages credentialed buyers and retailers to 
register for the 2010 Mississippi Market Wholesale 
Show to be held June 3 – 4, at the Mississippi Trade 
Mart Building in Jackson. Over 100 Mississippi-
based companies are registered to showcase their 
products and goods during the event, which is the 
state’s premier wholesale show. In 2009, more than 
800 buyers representing 400 stores participated in the 
show.  
 
Items displayed by vendors and wholesalers during 
the wholesale show include gift items, jewelry, home 
accents, personal accessories, bath and beauty 
products, gourmet foods and more. Buyers and 
retailers that attend the event represent a variety of 
businesses, including gift shops, florists, drug stores, 
gourmet stores, interior designers, boutiques, clothing 
and jewelry stores, garden centers and other specialty 
shops. 
 
“Each year, the Mississippi Market Wholesale Show 
grows significantly, and we anticipate the 2010 
market will be even larger than previous events,” said 
Elizabeth Taylor, a Mississippi Market coordinator. 
“This year, we have expanded the show floor to add 
additional booth space, so buyers and retailers that 
attend the event will be treated to even more unique 
products by Mississippi-based manufacturers, 
artisans, wholesalers and service providers. This 
business-to-business event is truly an excellent 
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way for buyers to find that 
‘something special’ and 
unique to place on their 
shelves.” 
 
Additionally, seminars on 
topics of interest will be 
offered to retail business 
owners on both days of the 
event, according to Taylor.  
 
Buyers and retailers 
interested in participating in 
the 2010 Mississippi 
Market Wholesale Show 
can pre-register online at 
www. mississippimarket 
.org, or by calling 
1.888.886.3323 until May 
26. After May 26, pre-

registration will no longer be available, but buyers can register at the door on the dates of the show by bringing 
their tax number and two forms of credentials. The Mississippi Market Wholesale Show is for credentialed buyers 
and retail business owners only and is not open to the general public.  
 
For more information, including registration information and a list of frequently asked questions, please visit 
www.mississippi market.org. 
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ocating the more than 1,000 recreation areas 
on Tennessee Valley Authority reservoirs is 
now easier with the launch of a new website 
that allows visitors to find recreation areas by 

reservoirs or name. Website users can easily search 
for marinas, parks, boat ramps and campgrounds.   
 
The website uses Google mapping technology to 
provide information about the recreation area 
including visitor activities, amenities, contact 
information and detailed driving directions.  
 
The new website address is:  http://recreation-
.tva.com.  
 
“Millions of people enjoy recreational activities on 
TVA reservoirs each year. The reservoirs and the 
thousands of acres of TVA-managed public  
 
lands offer abundant opportunities for fun-filled 
activities,” said Anda Ray, senior vice president of 
Environment and Technology. “The new TVA 

recreation website is very 
easy to use and will help 
users take full advantage of 
the many TVA recreation 
areas located throughout the 
Tennessee River Valley.”  
 
TVA’s seasonal camp-
grounds are now open and 

day-use recreation areas located on reservoirs are 
open year-round. Day-use recreation areas feature 
hiking, fishing, boating, picnicking, wildlife viewing 
and swimming. Additional information on recreation 
opportunities on TVA reservoirs is available by 
calling 800-882-5263 or on TVA’s website at 
http://www.tva.com. 
 
The Tennessee Valley Authority, a corporation 
owned by the U.S. government, provides electricity 
for 9 million people in parts of seven southeastern 
states at prices below the national average. TVA, 
which receives no taxpayer money and makes no 
profits, also provides flood control, navigation and 
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land management for the Tennessee River system and 
assists utilities and state and local governments with 

economic development. 
 

 
 

State Energy Efficient Appliance Rebate Program Launched 
 
On Thursday, April 22, 2010, the State 
Energy Efficient Appliance Rebate Program 
(SEEARP) launched in Mississippi. The 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 (ARRA) allocated $2.8 million to the 
State of Mississippi for the SEEARP, which 
is a first-come, first-served rebate program 
designed to encourage Mississippians to 
replace energy inefficient appliances with 
new ENERGY STAR®-qualified appliances.  
 
Mississippi residents interested in 
participating in the SEEARP, which offers 
rebates ranging from $50 to $750 depending 
on the appliance purchased, must purchase 
their ENERGY STAR®-qualified appliance 
on or after April 22. Appliances purchased 
prior to the program launch date will not be 
eligible for a rebate. Also, purchases must be 
made in person; appliances purchased online 
are not eligible for a rebate. Eligible 
appliances include freezers, room air 
conditioners, refrigerators, clothes washers, 
dishwashers, central air conditioners, water 
heaters, gas furnaces, air source heat pumps 

and geothermal heat pumps. To view a list of the specific appliance models eligible for rebates, visit 
www.MississippiRebate.com.  
 
The SEEARP is being administered by the 
Mississippi Development Authority (MDA), which is 
partnering with many of the state’s utility companies 
and over 250 retailers statewide to encourage 
participation. MDA has selected Helgeson 
Enterprises, Inc., rebate processing and promotion 
fulfillment contractor, to manage this rebate program 
for the state.  
     
“The State Energy Efficient Appliance Rebate 
Program is a great way for Mississippi’s residents to 
save money on new appliances and save money on 
their monthly utility bills. By upgrading their existing 
appliances to new, more efficient ENERGY STAR® 
models, they will stimulate the economy and also  
help protect the state’s natural resources,” said Karen 
Bishop, MDA stimulus bureau manager. “We 
encourage all Mississippians to take advantage of this 
rebate program while funds last.” 

The SEEARP will conclude as soon as all funds have 
been expended. Available rebate funds will be 
updated automatically as applications are processed. 
Mississippians can check the amount of program 
funds remaining and view a list of participating 
retailers by visiting www.MississippiRebate.com or 
by calling 1.877.304.4451. 
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The Impact of Genealogy Travel in Itawamba County 
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here are different types 
of tourism, but perhaps 
the one segment of 
tourists often over-

looked is the genealogy 
traveler. In Itawamba County 
this segment of the traveling 
public makes quite an impact 
on the local economy. 
 
Each year the Itawamba 
Historical Society greets 
hundreds of out-of-state 
visitors at its facilities in 
Mantachie and according to 
the society, the typical 
researching visitor spends an 
average of three days in the 
county with their research. 
These visitors stay in local 
hotels, eat in local restaurants, 
buy gasoline at local 
businesses and shop at local 
stores.  
 
Itawamba County is unique in 
that it is an "original county" 
of the Chickasaw Cession that 

has a long history. Thousands of researchers from all across the country are discovering their Itawamba County 
ancestral roots, and with the hobby of family research one of the fastest growing hobbies around, the local impact 
from genealogy tourism should steadily increase. With the summer travel season coming on, the county should be 
seeing a seasonal increase in out-of-state visitors researching their Itawamba County ancestral past. While in 
Itawamba County, our researching visitors get to experience Itawamba County's scenic beauty and historical sites 
as well as the wealth of historical records our county offers. Let's not forget a growing important segment of our 
tourism trade - those visiting with us while discovering their family's past. 
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