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Each year the Itawamba County Development Coundijgs the
Pleasant Grove Yard of the Month contest for thea®ant Grove
Rural Community Development Council. Pleasant Grawvea
historic community located in the lower Third Distr of
tawamba County and the community has an active &CD
organization.

Pictured above is the July 2009 Yard of the Moottated at the
beautiful home of Ben and Billie R. Cowley JonesRatterson
Road. After their retirement the couple moved backlississippi

where the home was built on Billie’s family landrdvJones has
several acres of yard including beautiful flower rdgms,

vegetable gardens and a catfish pond. It is gwideat by

viewing the grounds of the Jones home that Mrsedaman avid
gardener. She also enjoys cultivating orchids.

The Itawamba Development Council is a sponsor efdbunty

Rural Community Development Council organizationad a
Pleasant Grove is but one such organization indiala County.
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BRINGING FRESH COUNTY PRODUCE TO THE CONSUMER

Jackson, Miss. (May 13, 2009) — In 2008, Missisisipp
exported more than $7 billion worth of manufactured
goods to international customers. Mississippi'soeixp

elebrating the rich agricultural heritage of
‘ our county, the Itawamba Farmers Market
is now open for the 2009 Season!

This popular event, sponsored each year by the
Itawamba County Development Council and the

MSU-ltawamba Extension Service, offers the

visitor a wide array of fresh Itawamba County

homegrown produce and products. This annual
market gives an outlet for county farmers and

gardeners to offer their produce to the consumer in
a central location and also affords the consumer an
outlet to obtain locally grown fresh produce.

The market is open every Tuesday and Friday
afternoon from 1 p.m. until and is located in the

shade of the giant water oaks on the east side of
the Itawamba County Courthouse on Fulton's

historic town square

Featuring all types of local fresh farm produce,
space is free of charge for any Itawamba County
farmer or gardener. All types of products are
offered for sale including fresh garden vegetables,
fruits, watermelons, cantaloupes, homemade jams,
relishes and jellies, along with delectable
homemade pies, cakes, and cookies.

The market is certainly a special weekly summer
treat. For further information, contact the MSU-
Itawamba Extension Service at (662) 862-3201.

said. "The state of Mississippi's ongoing efforts t
promote our products and outstanding level of servi
are reaping real economic benefits for the state.”

market has seen strong growth over the last decade:

the state topped $3 billion in export sales in 2001
surpassed $4 billion in 2005 and exceeded $5 billio
in 2007.

"Export growth over the last several years proves
Mississippi's capabilities to compete and succeed i
the global marketplace," Governor Haley Barbour
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This growth is continuing into 2009. For Januarg an
February 2009, Mississippi exports were up 12
percent from the same time period in 2008, ranking
the state second in the United States in increased
exports this year. Only four states and one teyrito
showed increases with all other states experiencing
decreases in exports for the same period.
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"Mississippi's excellent transportation infrasturet
allows businesses to quickly deliver goods to marke
around the globe," said Gray Swoope, executive
director of the Mississippi Development Authority
(MDA). "The high-quality goods made here and the
speed of delivery are helping the state establish a
competitive edge with international customers, and
they are building Mississippi’'s capacity to reach a
even broader international market."

Mississippi's primary export markets in 2008
included North American neighbors and other global
economic partners: Canada ($1.3 billion), Mexico
($1.1 billion), China ($380 million), Panama ($283

Companies that export their goods have higher
productivity and growth rates, lower failure ratas
more competitive, have a greater market share and
are more innovative than companies that do not
export. U.S. Department of Labor statistics indicat
that export jobs average 15 percent more in wages
and 33 percent more in benefits, are more stalde an
require higher skill levels than jobs with othemno
exporting companies.

Swoope added, "MDA encourages Mississippi firms
to utilize the agency's export marketing serviced a

programs to help them to maintain their existing
international markets. The agency’s international

million), Gibraltar ($252 million), Belgium ($250
million), India ($232 million), United Arab Emirade

trade specialists can also help businesses exptmd i
new markets and learn how to promote new or

($232 million), Brazil ($230 million) and the Unde different products to international customers."
Kingdom ($218 million). According to the U.S.
Department of Commerce, exports are a strong Companies can visit MDA's Web site at

indicator of job growth. The agency estimates fbat
every $1 billion in export sales, 15,500 jobs are
created.

www.mississippi.org to learn more about the
agency's international marketing services and svent
or to request a consultation with an international
trade specialist.

A major new addition has been added to Port Itavearitith delivery and installation the week of July, the new
container stacker will greatly enhance the possésl of Port Itawamba. “We’re really excited abdhts new
equipment,” says Greg Deakle, port director. “Thditon of this much-needed equipment will addhe tegional
importance of Port ltawamba. We have new cargo Irapgossibilities we have not had in the past,’duels. Port
Itawamba is in a strategic location, being locdtess than 20 miles east of Tupelo, northeast Miggis industrial
and retail trade center, and is one of only fivesdsippi ports on the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway
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he council sponsored the annual Miss
Firecracker Festival on Saturday, June 20
at the Itawamba Community College
W.O. Benjamin Fire Arts Center. This year’s
event was a success with young girls from all

over the region competing in the various
categories.

“The purpose of the pageant is to provide a fun
and entertaining afternoon for area girls and their
families,” says Brenda Mabus, the pageant’'s
director and council administrative assistant. “I
was very pleased with the turnout,” she adds.
“We had entries coming in right up to the start of
the pageant.”

Chuck Wood, council board president along with
Mabus, was pleased with all the volunteers
coming together to make this event happen. “We
had volunteers from all over Itawamba County
making this event a success,” Wood says.

Volunteers working the pageant were: Brenda
Mabus, Toni Gough, Susan Tucker, Pam Dines,
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Romona Edge, Gaynell Jackson, Millie Wood,

Chuck Wood, Jessica Terrill, Angela Gough,

Johnnie Kelly, Jonathan and Heidi Egger, and

Johnna Wilson.

FIRECRACKER
FESTIVAL REPORT

This year’s Itawamba Firecracker Festival w
held on Friday evening, July 3 at the Itawan

Community College Practice Field. This year

festival was a huge success and was attended by
more local citizens than last year's event. “We

were pleased that we had good weather for

event,” says festival coordinator Brenda Mabys.

“Everyone seems to have had a really gq
time,” she adds. Each year the festival
produced and promoted by the Itawamba Cou
Development Council. The fireworks display

conjunction with the festival is produced by the
k

City of Fulton. The council would like to than

all the volunteers who made this event a very

special occasion.
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