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Itawamba County’s newest major retail business 
opened in Fulton on September 30. Food Giant is 
a welcome addition to the Itawamba County 
business community adding new jobs and an 
increase to the county and City of Fulton tax base. 
 
Food Giant 100 percent employee owned, 
operates nearly 100 stores in eight states with the 
common theme of treating customers like part of 
the family. 
 
On hand for the ribbon cutting ceremonies were 
City of Fulton officials, Itawamba County 
officials, Itawamba County Development Council 
staff and members, company officials and 
Itawamba County’s Miss Hospitality Katie Stone 
of Tremont. 
 

 

DOE Approves State’s Plan for 
Energy-Related Block Grants 
 
During September, the U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) approved the State of Mississippi's plan for 
the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant 
(EECBG) Program. Approximately $9.6 million was 
awarded to the state to administer the plan as part of 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009. 
 
"We are pleased that DOE has approved Mississippi's 
plan for the EECBG program," said Gray Swoope, 
executive director of the Mississippi Development 
Authority (MDA), which is administering the 
program. "The programs included in the plan will 
help the state employ new and innovative ways to be 
more energy conscious and promote new levels of 
energy efficiency in all sectors of the economy." 
 
The EECBG Program provides grants to counties and 
municipalities for projects that reduce total energy 

use and fossil fuel emissions 
and improve energy 
efficiency. MDA will 
distribute these funds to 
local governments that do 
not qualify for EECBG 
funds directly from 
DOE. This fall, MDA 
will initiate the first 
phase of the program by 

offering energy audits to 
eligible cities and counties 

to identify energy savings for public facilities. MDA 
will also offer competitive grants to cities and 
counties for energy efficient retrofits and upgrades to 
eligible facilities. This phase of the program will be 
implemented later in the year. 
 
MDA will host a series of workshops and webinars 
around the state throughout the month of October to 
educate city and county officials about the 
opportunities available under the EECBG program 
(continued on page 2) 
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DOE Approves (continued from page 1) 
and to clarify the application process. Visit  
http://stimulus.mississippi.org for details and updates 
about the workshops and the program. 
 

NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
Blind Tiger Creek is 
one of the council’s new 
members. Located on 
West Main Street in 
downtown Fulton in the 
historic Holcomb 
Building across from 
the Fulton Post Office, 
this unique boutique 
features upscale gifts, 
women’s accessories  
and house wares. 

Pictured above is  Sonia Holley, manager of the 
business. The council welcomes Blind Tiger Creek to 
the Itawamba County business community. 
 

 
 

U.S. Chamber Releases H1N1 
Flu Guide to Keep Businesses in 
Business 
 
During September, The U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce’s National Security and Emergency 
Preparedness Department released It’s Not Flu as 
Usual: An H1N1 Business Preparedness Guide to 
provide businesses with suggestions on how to keep 
employees healthy and maintain business operations 
during the upcoming flu season. 

 
  “This year’s H1N1 influenza outbreak has 
demonstrated how rapidly a new strain of flu can 
emerge and spread around the world,” said Ann 
Beauchesne, the Chamber’s vice president of 
National Security and Emergency Preparedness.  
“While the initial wave of the H1N1 flu was 
moderate, the nation cannot let down its guard.  
Federal officials warn that a second wave this coming 
fall and winter could be more widespread and 
severe.” 
  
In communities where H1N1 flu circulated this past 
spring, the infection rate was roughly 6 to 8% over a 
three- to four-week period.  During the winter, 
infection rates could be two to three times higher, as 
both the H1N1 flu and the seasonal flu circulate and 
sicken people simultaneously. 
  
“Absenteeism would be the central issue for 
businesses to wrestle with during a pandemic,” 
Beauchesne said.  “Business leaders and managers 
should focus on reducing the transmission of the 
H1N1 flu in the workplace—including encouraging 
sick employees to stay home—and maintaining 
business continuity.”  
  
In addition to a 10-point preparedness checklist, the 
guide includes a list of Internet sites, such as 
www.flu.gov/, that provide businesses with a wealth 
of detailed information on topics like federal 
guidance for workplace planning, vaccines, antiviral 
drugs, face masks, and respirators. 
  
The Chamber has been collaborating closely with the 
administration and federal agencies to help 
businesses stay informed, be prepared, and create an 
environment for a resilient economy.   
  
It’s Not Flu as Usual is available at:  
www.uschamber.com/pandemic. 
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 Autumn Colors in Mantachie… 
 

L & M Surplus 
on Highway 
371 in 
Mantachie is 
ablaze with 
autumn colors 
with its large 
selection of 
mums. 
Throughout 
Itawamba 
County 

gardeners are busily transforming the landscape 
with vivid hues of yellow, white, orange and gold 
with potted mums -  a sure sign of the changing 
seasons in Itawamba  County. 
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Larry Pate, incoming president of the council, 
recently completed the New South Economic 
Development Course from The University of 
Southern Mississippi in partnership with the 
International Economic Development Council. 
Held September 20-25, the accredited course 
focuses on exposing participants to the tactics, 
techniques and strategies associated with effective 
economic development. Noted experts and 
distinguished faculty in the field of economic 
development will offer insights into doing 
business in an increasingly complex economy. 
This fast-paced, intensive training course 
incorporates business, developer and public 
perspectives. Using a case study, the course brings 
a real-world experience into the classroom and 
turns the theories examined into a practical 
experience where students learn by sharing and 
doing. The course is hands-on in a supportive 
environment. 
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One of the duties of The Itawamba Development 
Council is serving as the official Chamber of 
Commerce for Itawamba County. With that job 
description comes the job of welcoming visitors to 
our special county in Mississippi. The last week of 
September the council enjoyed a visit with David and 
Jo Curtis from Shifnal in Shropshire, England. 
 
Curtis had contacted the council back during the 
summer requesting information about Itawamba 
County. Several years ago the couple had received a 
gift certificate showing they own one square inch of 
land in Itawamba County. Years ago the company 
issuing the certificate purchased a spot of land in 
each state for this unique enterprise. The land 
selected for Mississippi just happens to be located in 
the beautiful hills of eastern Itawamba County below 
Tremont. 
` 
Over the past fifteen years the couple has visited 36 
states and this year was their first visit to Mississippi, 
making this trip their 37th state to visit. The couple 
visited the Mississippi Gulf Coast, New Orleans, and 
Natchez before driving up the Natchez Trace for their 
northeast Mississippi visit and were heading on to 
Memphis and Nashville. 
 
After the council was initially contacted by the 
couple, the council immediately sent them the 
requested information about Itawamba County and  
 

plans were made for a visit to Itawamba County. 
Greg Deakle, council director, came up with the idea  
 
of asking the county board of supervisors to pass a 
resolution making the couple honorary citizens. The 
board passed the resolution and the couple was 
presented the printed resolution during their visit in 
Itawamba County. 
 
Curtis stated “We love the South and generally avoid 
the big cities so that we can meet ‘proper folk’ who 
are just like you - friendly, helpful and 
approachable.” During the visit the council and 
visitors exchanged information about each of their 
locations with the council receiving a visitors’ 
brochure on their town in England and a small British 
flag. The council presented the couple with an 
Itawamba County visitors packet in addition to the 
honorary citizenship resolution and the book, A Place 
Called Home (a photograph book of Itawamba 
County.) 
 
After the delightful visit, the couple headed north 
along John Rankin Highway touring other parts of 
Itawamba County before heading to Tennessee. 
 
Deakle says the visit was most enjoyable. “It is days 
like this that makes my job most enjoyable – a time 
to share the beautiful hills and valleys of Itawamba 
County with nice visitors from all over the world. In 
Itawamba County, Mississippi we let our hospitality 
show.” 


