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The Itawamba 
County Development 
Council is now 
serving the 
Itawamba County 
community in its 57th 
Year. Illustrated to 
the left is a 
newspaper article 
from the February 
28, 1952 edition of 
The Itawamba 
County Times. 
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ICDC Director and Port Itawamba Director Greg Deakle, along with Port Board of 
Directors Chairman Harvey Clements conducted a tour of Port Itawamba for officials 
from Marengo County, Alabama on November 3. Attending the tour were Demopolis 
mayor, Mike Grayson, Debra Fox (Marengo County EDA), Mike Marshall 
(Demopolis IDB), Donnie Lowe (Marengo County Port Authority), Mitchell Congress 
(Demopolis City Council), Brooks Butler (Goodwin, Mills and Cawood) and Fred 
Armstead (Marengo County Commissioner). The group, along with representatives 
from Three Rivers Planning and Development District and Mayor Paul Walker were 
treated to a barbeque lunch at the ICDC building. 
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The holiday season is 
quickly approaching in 
Itawamba County. As 
merchants are adding 
holiday merchandise to 
their offerings, the City of 
Fulton and Town of 
Mantachie have set the 
dates for their respective 
Christmas parades. 
 
Fulton’s annual Christmas 
Parade will be held on 

Thursday evening, December 3rd. The parade will 
begin at 6 p.m. Mantachie annual Christmas Parade 
will be held on Saturday afternoon, December 5th. 
The parade will begin at 2 p.m. For more information 
about the Fulton parade, call Fulton City Hall at 862-
4929. For more information about the Mantachie 
parade, call Mantachie Town Hall at 282-7949. 
 
Many local merchants will be having special holiday 
sales in conjunction with the parades. As a precursor 
to the Fulton Christmas parade, the Fulton merchants 
will host a holiday open house on Sunday afternoon, 
November 22. Super Sales start at 1 p.m. The 
public is encouraged to come out and take part in 
super holiday savings at various Fulton 
merchants. It will be an ideal time for Itawamba 
shoppers to start their  Christmas shopping by 
taking advantage of all the sales. 
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They Are Our Friends and Neighbors… 
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With the holiday season approaching, it is 
the time to remember our county 
merchants. Shopping at home is an 
integral part of a progressive and growing 
community. 
 
By shopping at home we can insure our 
community’s well-being. Our dollars 
spent in locally-owned Itawamba County 
businesses have three times the impact on 
our community as dollars spent 
elsewhere. When shopping locally, we 
simultaneously create jobs, fund more 
local services through sales tax, invest in 
neighborhood improvement and promote 
community development. Just last year 
alone, nearly $1.5 million was returned to 
Itawamba municipalities from sales taxes 
alone. And each year business personal 

property taxes and real estate taxes make up a large portion of the county’s tax base. Without this important tax 
base, we would all see a drastic increase in local property taxes. 

 
For years, Itawamba 
County merchants have 
been there for their 
neighbors. Each year, our 
local merchants support 
local causes without 
hesitation. Supporting 
everything from school 
projects to local civic 
projects and helping 
those in desperate need, 
our local merchants have 

been there. Let’s show them our support by shopping 
Itawamba. It can make a difference with the well-
being of our community. 
 
Simply put - our local merchants create jobs for local 
people. And the more successful those businesses are, 
the more local jobs are created. With local 
businesses, important decisions are made locally by 
people who live in our community and who will feel 
the impacts of those decisions made. Being a part of 
the community, our local businesses understand the 
community needs. 
 
For more information about the importance of 
shopping local, visit www.itawamba.com where a 
Shop Itawamba brochure can be downloaded. 
 

Itawamba County Food 
Pantries Receive Donations 
 

 
 
Itawamba FIRST Foundation made a $500 donation 
to each of the two Itawamba County food pantries. 
Pictured above at the ICDC office are (left to right): 
Tina Harris, Romona Edge, Itawamba FIRST 
members; Johnnie Kelson, Food Pantry West 
representative; Laken Dobbs and Cindy Wilson, 
Itawamba FIRST members. 
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 ictured above left is a group of industry owners from Mexico visiting the 
Itawamba County Development Council. Also pictured are Rose Boxx of the 
Mississippi Development Authority, representatives from Homan Industries 

and Trey Fredriksen, owner of H.G. Fredriksen Company Inc. of Mobile. Pictured 
below is council director Greg Deakle during his presentation to the delegation 
promoting Port Itawamba and Itawamba County. 
 
Attending were company owners and representatives from the following areas of 
Mexico: San Luis Potosi; Merida in the Yucatan region; Monclova, Coahuila; 
Guadalajara, Jalisco; Zapopan, Jalisco; Aguascalientes, Ags; Monterrey; and 
Puebla. They were representing major companies that purchase timber products.  
 
The group was treated to an old fashioned Mississippi Thanksgiving lunch before 
the presentation by Deakle and Fredricksen. According to Deakle, it was an 
excellent time to promote Port Itawamba and Itawamba County as a whole. “We are 
excited about promoting what Itawamba County has to offer businesses throughout 

the world,” Deakle said. Promoting Itawamba County and what the county can offer in the way of producing and 
transporting forest-related products is a major goal of the Itawamba County Development Council. 
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